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the cathedral body was irksome to the first
Norman prelates in England, and they brought
it to an end by dissolving the partnership.
St. Osmnnd of Salisbury and Thomas I.
of York, among others, divided the estates
which hitherto had supported bishop and
cathedral into two parts. The bishop uncon-
trolled disposed of the one, the chapter of
the other. If they were monks, they now
elected a cathedral prior, who was their actual
head ; if they were canons, they elected a dean
to preside over them. And the property was
often divided in a way that seems strange to
us. The government of churches was regarded
as part of it, and so It came about that many
cathedrals, notably St. Paul's and Salisbury,
exercised an episcopal authority over a
number of parishes which was only abolished
in 1886. In such parishes the dean, not the
bishop, instituted the incumbents and, if
they offended, sat in judgment upon them.
It was only for such occasional functions as
a confirmation that a bishop was needed,
'and neither duty nor courtesy required that
the bishop of the diocese should be called in.
With the separation of properties began that
independent existence of cathedral chapters
with which we are familiar, though the elec-
tion of their dean has passed from them.